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NOTE We will use the topic underline standard once and verbs twice. The ability to find the right subject and verb will help you correct the errors of the subject-verb agreement. The rule of the way. A singular subject (she, Bill, the machine) takes a singular verb (it is, goes, shines), while a plural subject takes a plural verb. Example: The list of items is/is on the desk. If you know that the list is the topic, then
you will choose it is for the verb. Rule 1. A topic will come before a phrase that begins with. This is a key rule for understanding topics. The word is guilty in many, perhaps most, subject-verb mistakes. Hasty writers, speakers, readers, and listeners could lose all-too-common mistake in the following thesis: Incorrect: A bouquet of yellow roses give color and perfume to the room. Right: A bouquet of yellow
roses borrows . . . (borrow bouquet, no roses borrow) Rule 2. Two single subjects connected by or, either/or, or/nor require a singular verb. Examples: my aunt or uncle arrives by train today. Neither Juan nor Carmen are available. Either Kiana or Casey is helping today with stage decorations. Rule 3. The verb in either/or, or, or any sentence does not agree with the noun or pronoun closest to it. Examples:
Neither the plates nor the serving dish go on that shelf. Neither the serving bowl nor the plates go on that shelf. This rule can lead to swelling in the way. For example, if I am one of the two (or more) subjects, it could lead to this strange sentence: Strange: Neither she, my friends, nor I go to the festival. If possible, it is best to reformulate such grammatically correct but uncomfortable sentences. Better:
neither she, not me, nor my friends go to the festival. Or she, my friends, and I aren't going to the festival. Rule 4. As a general rule, use a plural verb with two or more topics when connected and. Example: A car and a bicycle are my means of transport. But note these exceptions: Exceptions: Breaking and entering is against the law. The guesthouse was charming. In these sentences, break-in and
accommodation and breakfast are compound nouns. Rule 5a. Sometimes the subject is separated from the verb by words, would be along with, and in addition, not, etc. These words and phrases are not part of the subject. Ignore them and use a singular verb when the subject is singular. Examples: The politician, along with the news, is expected shortly. Emotion, as well as nervousness, is the cause of
her agitation. Rule 5b. Parentheses are not part of the subject. Example: Joe (and his trusted mutt) has always been welcome. If it sounds strange, try rewriting the sentence. Rule 6. In sentences that begin here or there, the real subject follows the verb. Examples: Four obstacles to jump. There's a big hurdle to jump. Here are the keys. NOTE: The word exists, a contraction there is, leads to bad habits in
informal sentences as there are a lot of people here today because it is is to say it exists than it exists. Be careful not to use exists with a plural topic. Rule 7. Use a singular verb with distances, time periods, amounts of money, etc., when it is considered as a unit. Examples: Three miles is too far to go. Five years is the maximum penalty for this offence. Ten dollars is a big price to pay. But ten dollars (for
example, dollar bills) were scattered on the floor. Rule 8. With words that indicate portions — for example, much, a majority, some, all — Rule 1 time earlier in this section is reversed and we are guided by noun after. If the noun after is singular, use a singular verb. If it is plural, use a plural verb. Examples: A lot of pie has disappeared. A lot of pies are gone. A third of the city is unemployed. A third of people
are unemployed. The whole pie's gone. All the pies are gone. Some of the pie is missing. Some pies are missing. NOTE In recent years, the SAT testservice has considered none to be strictly singular. However, according to Merriam-Webster's Dictionary of English Usage: Clearly none was both singular and plural because old English and still is. The notion that it is singular is only a myth of unknown
origin that seems to have emerged in the 19th century. If you find a singular in context, use a singular verb; if it looks like a plural, use a plural verb. Both are acceptable beyond serious criticism. When none is clearly intended to mean not one, it is followed by a singular verb. Rule 9. With collective nouns, would be the group, the jury, the family, the public, the population, the verb could be singular or plural,
depending on the intention of the writer. Examples: My whole family has arrived OR arrived. Most of the jury is here or I'm here. A third of the population opposed or opposed the bill. NOTE Anyone who uses a plural verb with a collective noun should be careful to be correct and also consistent. It must not be done carelessly. The following is the kind of wrong thesis you see and hear a lot these days: The
staff is deciding how they want to vote. Careful speakers and writers would avoid the singular attribution is and plural to her staff in the same sentence. Consistent: Staff decide they want to vote. Rewriting these sentences is recommended whenever possible. The previous thesis would be even better: Staff members are deciding how they want to vote. Rule 10. The word they were replaced was in
sentences expressing a wish or are actually contrary: Example: If Joe were here, you would be sorry. Shouldn't it be followed by Joe was, weren't you, considering that Joe is singular? But Joe isn't actually here, so we say it was, it wasn't. The sentence demonstrates the subjunctive mood, which is used to express things that are hypothetical, wishful, imaginary, or actually contradictory. The subjunctive
mood associates singular subjects with what we usually consider pluralistic verbs. Examples: I'd like it to be Friday. She asked that he raise Hand. In the first example, a declaration of desire is expressed, not a fact; therefore, they were, which we usually think of as a plural verb, is used with singular it. (Technically, it is the singular subject of the object clause in the subjunctive mood: they were Friday.)
Normally, raising would sound awful to us. However, in the second example, if an application is expressed, the subjunctive mood is correct. Note: The subjunctive mood is losing ground in spoken English, but should still be used in formal speech and writing. Subject and verb are the most important elements of a sentence. The relationship between subject and verb depends on two aspects: person and
number. The verb of a sentence must be in agreement with the subject in terms of person and number. The subject number can be singular and plural. The verb must be singular if the subject is singular, and the verb must be plural if the subject is plural. So identifying the subject number is required to take a verb. The person of the subject may be the first, second and third. The verb changes depending on
the number and person of the subject. Subject-verb agreement rules: Rule 1: Single subjects need single verbs, while plural subjects require plural verbs. Be verbs change the most depending on the number and person of the subject. Other verbs do not change much based on topics, except verbs from the simple present time. If subjects are a singular number of a third person, verbs are used with s/es
when they are in the present simple time. Verbs with s/es in the sentence are called singular verbs. Be verbs depending on the number and person of the subject. Person/Number Singular Plural The first are the second are the third is Example: Person/Nmber Singular Plural First I am an excellent tennis player. We are excellent tennis players. Second you're a nice person. You're all nice people. Third Alex
plays well under pressure. He's a good player. They're good at running. He's playing well under pressure. Rule 2: When prepositional phrases separate subjects from verbs, they have no effect on verbs. Example: A study (singular subject) on African countries shows (singular verb) that 80% of people (plural subject) on this continent live (plural verb) below the poverty line. The perspective of different
people varies from time to time. Fear of terrorists and militants led them to flee the city. Rule 3: Nouns connected by conjunction and in the subject function as a plural subject and take a plural verb. Example: Alex and Murphy come here. Robin and his friends want to go on a tour. Apples and mangoes are my favorite fruits. Rule 4: If the conjunction and is replaced by/ together with/ accompanied by/ as
well, the verb will have no effect for the later part of these The words before these expressions are the subjects. Example: Tom and his brothers go to the city. (His or hers is not subject to this sentence.) Alex, like his parents, is coming to the party. The boys, accompanied by their teacher, Mr. Robbins, are planning a tour. Note: If these expressions are replaced with and, the topics will be considered
plurals, so the verbs must be plural. Example: Tom and his brothers are going to town. Rule 5: Some nouns are always singular and undefined. When these nouns become subjects, they always take singular verbs. Any + singular noun No + singular noun Some + sin. noun Each + sin. noun Each + sin. noun Anyone Anyone Nobody Nobody Nobody Nobody Someone Someone Everyone Everyone
Everyone Every Student Be *Note* Either: Either and neither are singular if they are not used with or neither. Example: Everyone wants to live happily. Something's bothering him. No human being lives in that house. None of you are responsible enough to handle it. Each student must present a separate mission. Rule 6: Some nouns are always plural. These nouns have two parts. Scissors, shorts, glasses,
trousers, thongs, jeans, pants, etc. Example: My pants are in the drawer. Your glasses are dirty. These scissors are useless. Note: If these words are preceded by the expression of a pair of, they will be considered as singular topics. Example: It takes a pair of pants. These pants are ugly. Rule 7: None is a singular subject when used alone. When used with a prepositional phrase starting with, the subject
can be both plural and singular. None + of + singular noun + singular verb None + plural noun + plural verb Example: None of the money was used. None of the teachers want failure for the students. None of the students want to fail. None of the bottles are clean enough to keep the water. Note: No + plural noun takes plural verbs. Example: no man is hungry right now. Rule 8: Either . . . or, nor . . . neither,
nor, nor take two nouns before and after them. Nouns placed after these conjunctions are considered subjects of the sentence. Nouns placed before words or neither have any effect on verbs. Example: Neither Alex nor his brothers go to the party. Either John and Alex or I do it. Me or Robert open the door when someone comes. Neither the boys nor we are responsible for this. Rule 9: Sentences that begin
with here/there is a different structure. In this case, the subject comes after the verb. Here/There + verb + subject . . . . . Example: Here comes (verb) lion (subject). There's a pond by the house. There's some candy on the table. Here is the document for your car. Rule 10: Collective nouns are usually considered single subjects. Examples: The Committee has decided to postpone the game. The family was
of the news. The crowd enjoys excitement in the game. Twenty bucks isn't a lot of money. (Here, the noun is plural, but the subject is regarded as a collective noun.) Note: The following phrases also considered as collective nouns and therefore singular subjects. Herd of birds/ sheep, herd of cattle, pack of dogs/wolves, school of fish, pride of lions Example: A flock of sheep always moves together. A pack
of wolves is approaching the herd of cattle. A school of fish is always hiding from the big fish. Rule 11: A number + noun is a plural subject, and a plural verb is needed. The number of + noun is a singular subject, and it takes a singular verb. Example: A number of dancers come to the party. (Undefined number of dancers – plural) The number of dancers coming to the party is 12. (Defined number of
dancers – singular) A number of people prefer cricket to football. The number of days this month is 28. Rule 12: If a gerund or an infinitive comes as a subject, the verb will always be singular. Example: Swimming is a good exercise. Walking is a good habit. Eating healthy foods makes you healthy. To be wrong is human. Rule 13: If the adjective + appears as the subject of a sentence, it will be plural.
Example: The pious are loved by God. Hard work isn't always successful. The best don't lack integrity. Integrity.
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